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The  Canipus  Hirjh  School  Project  encompasses  an  area  of 
approximately  129  acres  in  the  Madison  Park  section  of  Rox- 
bury,  and  is  situated  generally  between  the  South  End  and 
Washington  Park  Renewal  Areas,  Shawaut  AvcnuG  and  the  Kgw 
Haven  Railroad  rinht-of-way.  The  area  is  predotrsinantly 
residential  in  character,  with  a  concentration  of  industrial 
and  coaiExexcial  properties  in  tVie  v.'estern  portion.  Much  of 
the  area  is  vacant  and  contains  a  considerable  nasiber  of 
ta>:-f oreclosed  and  tax-title  rjroperties.  Although  areas  of 
good  housing  and  cocaaunity  facilities  do  exist,  parts  of 
the  project  include  some  of  the  ciost  deteriorated  and  blighted 
sections  of  the  City* 

Detailed  plam^ing  for  the  Caiapus  High  School  Project 
v;as  initiated  early  in  1966,  follov/ing  a  deternination  by 
the  Boston  School  Coxaraittee  to  place  a  $15  million  carijpus* 
type  high  school  in  the  Madison  Park  area.  Applications  to 
under t alee  Survey  and  Planning  for  the  entire  project  area 
ar:id  for  an  Early  Land  Acquisition  Loan  for  57  acres  v;ere  pre- 
pared. On  July  25,  the  BRA  held  a  public  hearing  at  the 
Tirailty  Jtmior  High  School  on  the  early  land  proposals 
arid  received  nearly  ujianimous  support.   Subsequently,  a 
ivorlcing  'agreeniant  was  signed  ivith  the  Madison  P^,rk  cociinunity 
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for  a  cooperative  effort  in  ths  planjung  of  the  area.  In 
Novoiaber,  the  Boston  City  Council  held  further  public  hear- 
ings on  the  project,  and  on  Deccinbor  28,  the  Council  and  Ilayor 
approved  the  filing  of  both  the  Survey  and  Plannino  Application 
and  the  Application  for  Early  Land  Acquisition  Loan  v?ith  the 
Depart':-.ent  of  Housing  and  Urb^i-j  Dcvelopraent  and  with  the 
Division  of  Urban  Reneival  of  the  nasaachusetts  Departiaent 
of  Conriorco* 

The  Ca-ipus  Ilirjh  School  concept  vfas  the  keystone  recora* 
mendation  of  a  report  on  Boston's  schools  pu  blishcd  in 
1962  b-j   Cyril  Sargent  of  the  Harvard  Gr^-duate  School  of  Sd- 
uca.tion.  After  several  years  of  consideration  and  cearch- 
ing  for  a  srJl table  r^nd  accepta.bl9  site,  tha  School  Ccra^iittee 
on  February  2B,  1966,  accepted  the  recosaiendation  of  the 
Redevelopment  Authority  that  the  school  be  built  in  the 
Madison  Park  location.  On  Iloveiaber  8,  the  Public  Facilities 
CoKiaission,  the  arjency  nov7  responsible  for  locating  and  con- 
structing new  schools,  voted  to  locate  the  kigh  school  in 
approximately  55  acres  within  the  Caripus  Hig:h  School  Project 
Area, 

The  Car^pus  rlir;h  School  is  planned  as  a  conplex  of 
buildings  accosaodatino  5,500  students  fro;a  a.11  over  the 
City  and  offering  a  wide  enough  selection  of  courses  and 
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progra^as  so  that  cvary  student  caii  select  the  prooi'^^i^ 
tli&t  best  suits  his  interests  ai:d  capabilities.  At  the 
same  time,  a  house  plan  is  proposed  so  that  eo-ch  student  may 
feol  at  hoaio  in  a  group  in  which  he  is  well  knov;n. 

In  addition  to  the  high  school,  the  preliainary  plans 
for  the  early  laiid  area  call  for  the  construction  of  approxi- 
mately 400  to  600  new  and  rehabilitated  units  of  housing 
said   cosxaunity  facilities  on  15  acres  and  fox  nevj  street 
construction.  An  additional  22  acres  of  the  project  area 
are  to  be  cle^.re-d  by  the  Massachusetts  Departnent  of  Public 
U'orks  for  construction  of  the  Innor  Beit  ansi  Southwest 
Expressway,  Planninr)  studies  are  currently  under  vvay  for 
the  remainder  pf  the  project  a^ea. 


